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Chap. 10 – Grasping the melody of language

Chap. 11 – Marking melody in your 
transcription
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Concepts from Chap. 10

• Juncture

• Syllable structure

• Stress

• Intonation

• Linguistic vs. affective prosody

• Sonority and prominence
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Juncture

• How phonemes and syllables join together in 
speech

• Usually represented via close juncture, e.g.

“Have a nice day”  → / hævə nɑɪs ˈde  /

(proximity shows degree of joining)
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013.  



For trickier cases…

• Open juncture (= plus juncture) can show 
gaps:
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Grasping the Melody of Language.” 2013. 

Image from Brainless Tales. Marcus Conner. “Have An Ice Day.” May 6, 2008. Accessed 6/10/16. http://www.brainlesstales.com/2008-05-06/have-an-ice-day

http://www.brainlesstales.com/2008-05-06/have-an-ice-day


Metrical phonology symbols can 
also be used

• ‘Pipe’ | short pause

• ‘Double-bar’ || long pause

5Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Grasping the Melody of Language.” 2013. 



English syllable structure



ɪ
æ

6Illustration by Wiley, Composition Services Graphics. Figure from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Grasping the Melody of Language.” 2013. 



English (initial) consonant cluster 
rules

7Illustration by Wiley, Composition Services Graphics. Figure from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Grasping the Melody of Language.” 2013. 



Just for fun…
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Stress

• Perceptual: “Louder, longer, higher”

• Acoustic:  Amplitude, duration, F0

• ROLE: Linguistic vs. affective (emotional) 
prosody
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013.  



Stress – linguistic prosody

✓Language-specific 

TYPES:

• Lexical /ˈsɪləbəɫ/, not / sɪˈlʌbəɫ/         
Noun/verb pairs (e.g., “rebel”)

• Compounding “blackboard” = 

• Emphatic (“SHE plays piano” vs. “She PLAYS
piano”)

10Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Grasping the Melody of Language.” 2013. 



Stress shift

• Alteration of stress 
patterns in different 
phrase or sentence 
contexts

• Might even be a 
biomechanical, 
articulatory effect, 
(especially at fast 
rates of speech)?

11Information from A Course in Phonetics. Peter Ladefoged and Keith Johnson. “English Words and Sentences.” 2011. 



Sentence-level intonation

✓Language particular

• For English:

• Simple declaratives: (“the sky is blue”) Falling

• Y/N questions: (“Are you going?”) Rising

• Wh-Questions: (“When are you going?”)Falling
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Emotional (affective) prosody

• Arguably universal (?)

• HAPPY – rising intonation with much variability

• SAD – more monotonic intonation

• ANGRY – variable – rising for some cases (“hot”) 
monotonic (flat) for others (“cold”)
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Mistaking affective prosody for 
linguistic prosody?

14Image from Jantoo Cartoons. Mark Lynch. “Toby the talking dog. (he’s speaking Chinese).” 2016. Accessed 6/10/16. http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/talking-dogs

http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/talking-dogs


Defining the syllable:
chest pulses or sonority?

CHEST PULSES (R.H. Stetson, 1928)

• (?) unlikely…e.g., what about “going” 

(= 2 syllables, but one pulse)

✓ SONORITY:

• Comparable loudness of a sound

• Relative to other sounds with same length, 
stress, and pitch

15Information from A Course in Phonetics. Peter Ladefoged and Keith Johnson. “Syllables and Suprasegmental Features.” 2011. 



Relative sonority of sounds in 
English
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Ladefoged & Johnson, 2011

Figure from A Course in Phonetics. Peter Ladefoged and Keith Johnson. “Syllables and Suprasegmental Features.” 2011. 



Syllable – role in prominence?
x                      x x x x x

She wrote all her novels with a blue pen that she inherited from her aunt 

• It could be that “prominence peaks” are heard to define 
salient syllables for speech rhythm

• These are auditory judgments

• Most important cues are arguably duration, pitch movement, 
vowel quality, and loudness

• This theory is controversial in phonology

17-example from A.D. Patel, Music and the Brain, 2008



Chapter 11

• Marking Melody in Your Transcription
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Image from Writers Anon – Taunton’s Writing Group. Chella. “You Know You’re a Writer When…” 31/03/2014. Accessed 05/07/2016. https://writersanontaunton.wordpress.com/2014/03/31/you-know-youre-a-writer-when/

T
.. the IPA 

doesn’t tell us

how…??

https://writersanontaunton.wordpress.com/2014/03/31/you-know-youre-a-writer-when/


Chapter 11 - Concepts

• Stress

• Breath groups

• Tonic syllable and phrase

• ToBI
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(From Chapter 10)

• Stress and intonation are complex

• In any given utterance, there is linguistic and 
affective prosody

• May be further complicated by pragmatics 
(e.g., expressing irony) or sociolinguistic 
factors (“Valley Girl speak, “Upspeak”)…

• So – how should we mark stress and 
intonation in our IPA transcriptions?
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Sketching intonation contours
- By ear….

Remember – In our transcriptions we sketch intonation 
contours ABOVE the gloss and IPA characters
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Finding intonational phrases

Example words: # Intonational phrases:
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 



Marking tonic stress

• Tonic syllable – stands out because it carries 
the major pitch change

• Tone group – a portion of speech that contains 
one tonic syllable

Thus, we continue to mark lexical stress in 
polysyllabic words (as before), but…

… the tonic stressed syllable is marked above
and all other primary stressed syllables are 
marked below…
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 



Examples
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Using tonic stress, juncture, and 
sentence-level intonation

Phonetics for Dummies, pg. 163
25

Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 



Other intonation patterns

• Continuation rise
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 

“ ”



Tag questions

• It’s a real Rolex, isn’t it?  (desperate!/ Rising)

• He sold me a fake, didn’t he?  

(emphasizing statement just made/ Falling)
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 



ToBi – Tone and break indices

▪ System for transcribing 
intonation of utterances in 
terms of a series of pitch 
accents (high, low, etc.)

▪ Includes break indices 
indicating degree of 
connection between words 
(i.e., juncture)
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Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 



The ToBI system for characterizing 
English intonation

29Table from A Course in Phonetics. Peter Ladefoged and Keith Johnson. “English Words and Sentences.” 2011. 



ToBI examples

30Information from A Course in Phonetics. Peter Ladefoged and Keith Johnson. “English Words and Sentences.” 2011. 



Another example

Phonetics for Dummies, pg. 166, 167
31

Information from Phonetics for Dummies. William F. Katz. “Marking Melody in Your Transcription.” 2013. 


