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  On March 

30th, Dr. 

Spence, Kate 

Shepard, 

Lindsey 

Collins, and Lisa Keylon 

will be attending the 

Society for Research in 

Child Development 

(SRCD) biennial 

conference in Montreal, 

Canada.  

  Kate will present a 

poster titled, “Adults’ 

interpretation of 

meaningful infant-

directed faces: 

Implications for infants’ 

categorization abilities,” 

which describes 

differences in facial 

movements adults 

portray while speaking to 

infants versus adults. 

For example, when 

speaking in approving 

tones, such as, “Good 

girl!” women’s eyes and 

lips were perceived to be 

“smiling” by adult raters. 

These findings suggest 

caregivers may 

communicate 

meaningful messages to 

their infants through 

facial movements alone. 

  Lindsey will present a 

poster titled, 

“Discrimination of other-

race faces by 6- and 9-

month-old infants: 

Maternal reports of race 

exposure and 

developmental 

differences.” This study 

looked at Caucasian 6- 

and 9-month-olds’ ability 

to tell apart two Asian 

faces and examined 

whether infants’ 

experience with other 

races influenced their 

differentiation of the 

faces.  

   You can read more 

about SRCD at their 

website: www.srcd.org 

 

Graduation 

Announcement 

The Infant Learning 

Project would like to 

congratulate Rachel 

Beaulieu on receiving 

her B.S. in Child 

Learning and 

Development. Rachel 

worked in our lab for a 

few semesters, and we 

are proud of her 

accomplishments! 

Congratulations, 

Rachel! 
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 Face 

Discrimination 

Study:   

   3-4 and 8 months 

 

 Eye Tracking 

Other-Race Faces: 

   6 and 9 months 

 

 ID Faces Study:    

   6 months 

 

 ID Speech Study:  

   6 months 
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Can Your Baby Really Read? 
Megan Wallace 

When is the best time to encourage early literacy in your child? 

With commercials on television guaranteeing that you can teach 

your baby to read, it is easy to wonder which language behaviors 

are best to promote in your young child. The National Institute for 

Literacy (NIL) recently compiled tips on how to encourage 

literacy in your child at a young age.  The first tip, explained by 

Dr. Timothy Shanahan, a researcher for the NIL, is to read and 

talk to your baby. He explains the 

two main predictors of later reading 

skills as, “how much a child is 

spoken to and how often the child is 

read to.”  

    Another way to encourage your 

infant’s early literacy is to allow them 

to hold the book. At around seven 

months, infants can learn how a 

book functions by holding, and 

sometimes even chewing on it, while 

their parents read to them 

(Shanahan & Lonigan, 2010).  Other 

tips mentioned by the NIL include: 

 Place your child on your lap while reading to encourage 

bonding 

 Read books that have rhyming words 

 Expand upon sounds your child makes during reading 

 Create a space where the child can reach and pick their 

own book 

 Model reading your own materials 

 Do not put too much pressure on your child 

 Enjoy reading with your child! 

    The American Academy of Pediatrics stresses that the most 

important part of early literacy is creating a love of books in 

general. Dr. Pamela High, of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics stated, “I think that the most important thing parents do 

by reading with their infants, toddlers, and preschoolers is to 

teach them to love books and stories so much that they will be 

very motivated to learn to read, even when it is a difficult task for 

them…. This activity provides busy parents a reason to slow 

down and pay total attention to their child and the story” (2010).  

Even if your infant does not comprehend the plot of the story you 

are reading, this is an optimal time for          [continued on p. 3]  
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What is Habituation? 
Sarah Salomon 

     

We are happy to welcome back our returning 

students: 

 

 Lindsey Collins, B.S. 

 Lisa Keylon 

 Brittney McCormick, B.S. 

 Sarah Salomon, B.S. 

 Kate Shepard, M.S., CCC-SLP 

 Kaia Wakamiya, B.S. 

 Megan Wallace, B.S. 

teaching pre-literacy concepts as well as 

providing a great bonding experience between 

you and your child. 
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